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World Four Speaker Notes 
 

Here are some thoughts that can be used in World 4 of your seder. 

 

Introduction: 
In world four, we may like to focus on the importance and beauty of things we cannot see, such as clean air. 

 

What we are thankful for: 

• Clean air is critical for the proper functioning of our bodies.  It’s so obvious that we sometimes forget to 

be grateful!  But it is a gift at every moment from Hashem. 

• The blessing of a balanced climate, created by the appropriate concentrations of elements in our 

atmosphere.   

 

How it is threatened: 

• Most outdoor air pollutions are generated directly or indirectly by the burning of fossil fuels, such as 

gasoline in cars and coal in power plans.  Two common outdoor air pollutants, ozone and fine 

particulate matter, pose an especially high risk to public health.   

• A recent national study indicates that fine particles with a diameter of less than 10 micrometers (called 

PM10) cause about 64,000 extra deaths every year, corresponding to an increase of about 31 percent in 

the mortality rate from cardiopulmonary cause in the most polluted cities. 

• The World Health Organization estimates that air pollution will cause 8 million deaths by 2020.
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• More people die from air pollution in metropolitan areas in Israel, compared to traffic deaths in all of 

Israel in a given year.  A collaborative effort between the United States and Israel revealed that 710 

people died from human caused particulate pollution vs. 550 traffic deaths in a year. 
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Global Warming: 

• All of the 10 warmest years on record have occurred since 1990.  2005 was officially the hottest year on 

record. 

• Since the Industrial Revolution, carbon dioxide has risen by 31% principally due to the combustion of 

fossil fuels. 
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• Mt. Everest glaciers have retreated some 5 kilometers in the past 50 years.
4
 Glaciers represent a major 

source of water for countries on either side of the Himalayan Mountains.  Decrease in ice cover will 

mean less recharge of the streams and lakes that depend on that source of water.   

• Since the mid-1990s, Alaskan glaciers have been thinning by 1.8 meters a year, over three times as fast 

as during the preceding 40 years.
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How are we causing this? 

• The majority of consumer-based air pollution is caused by transportation and electricity use in the home.   

• Home electricity use, including home heating, hot water, air conditioning, appliances and lighting, are 

responsible for 24% of the total air pollution in America.   

                                                
1 WHO report 1999 
2 Israel Ministry of Environment, Israel Union for Environmental Defense and the US Environmental Protection Agency 
3
 Inventory of U.S. Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Sinks: 1990-2003, Environmental Protection Agency 

4
  Earth Policy Institute, Selected examples of Ice Melt From Around the World 

5
 Earth Policy Institute, Selected examples of Ice Melt From Around the World. 



• The impacts from consumer-use of cars and light trucks are 22% of common air pollution and 46% of 

toxic air pollution.   

• These pollutants cause human deaths and also are warming the climate. 

 

 

What does the Torah say? 
Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Hilkhot Kinyan, Laws of Neighborly Relations 11:1. Any work causing dust or 

ash must be conducted at a distance from other people so that the wind will not carry waste particles to them. 

• The Torah is teaching us about our obligation to protect others from air pollution that might harm their 

health. 

 

What can we do to protect our clean air? 

• When you buy your appliances, make a commitment to buying the most energy-efficient model.  Even if 

efficient models cost a bit more, they will save you money through lower energy bills.   

• Use cold water in the washing machine.  90% of the energy used for clothes washing goes to heating the 

water.   

• Along with assessing your appliances, consider your lighting.  Replacing the four most-used bulbs in 

your home with compact fluorescent lights can make a big difference.  If you can, replace them all! 

• Don’t keep your lights on for all of Shabbos.  Use a timer!  There are socket plug in timers as well as 

wall switch timers readily available on the market. 

 

You could also use the source sheet on “The Fruits of our Labor” suggested for world four.  See 

http://canfeinesharim.org/community/shevat.php?page=23286 

 

These speaking notes were created and piloted for Canfei Nesharim by the Young Israel Shomrei Emunah and 

the Kemp Mill Synagogue in Silver Spring, MD.  They are intended as a guide for community leaders 

conducting Canfei Nesharim’s “Appreciating Nature’s Blessings” Tu b’Shevat Seder, and as a resource for 

community leaders conducting other Torah and environment programs.  If you have questions about these 

notes, or need further information, please contact Evonne Marzouk at evonne@canfeinesharim.org. 


