Eitz Chayim Hee: A Torah Commentary for Environmental Learning and Action
Hebrew/English Source Sheet
Torah Portion of Vayera

The Sin of Sodom and Its Impact on Creation
by Rabbi Yuval Cherlow

The sources are presented here in the order they are mentioned in Rabbi Cherlow’s commentary.
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Genesis 13:10

And Lot raised his eyes, and he saw the entire plain of the Jordan, that it was entirely watered;
before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, like the garden of the Lord, like the land of

Egypt, as you come to Zoar.
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Deuteronomy 29:22

Sulfur and salt have burned up its entire land! It cannot be sown, nor can it grow [anything], not
[even] any grass will sprout upon it. It is like the overturning of Sodom, Gemorrah, Admah and
Zeboiim, which the Lord overturned in His fury and in His rage.
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Genesis 6:13

And God said to Noah, "The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth has become full
of robbery because of them, and behold I am destroying them from the earth."
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Genesis 19:29

And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain that God remembered Abraham,
and He sent Lot out of the midst of the destruction when He overturned the cities in which Lot
had dwelt.
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Ezekiel 16:49

Behold this was the iniquity of Sodom your sister: pride, abundance of bread, and careless ease
were hers and her daughters', and she did not strengthen the hand of the poor and needy.
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Mishna Avot 5:9

There are four traits in a person. One who says, "What’s mine is mine what's yours is yours," this
is the trait of an average person. Others say this is the trait of Sodom. "What’s mine is yours,
what's yours is mine," this is the trait of an unlearned person. "What’s mine is yours and what's
yours is yours," this is the trait of a pious person. "Mine is mine and yours is mine," this is the
trait of an evil person. (translation by gideon aronovich)
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Genesis 19:5

And they called to Lot and said to him, "Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring
them out to us, and let us be intimate with them."
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Translation in the text
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Deuteronomy 20:19

When you besiege a city for many days to wage war against it to capture it, you shall not destroy
its trees by wielding an axe against them, for you may eat from them, but you shall not cut them
down. Is the tree of the field a man, to go into the siege before you?

All English translations from Judaica Press (available online at www.chabad.org), unless
otherwise noted.




