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Numbers 32: 16
16. They approached him and said, "We will build sheepfolds for our livestock here and
cities for our children.
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Midrash Tanhuma, Mattot, 7
“And much livestock”- regarding this scripture states (Ecclesiastes 12) “The heart of the
wise is to the right, and the heart of the fool is to the left.”
‘The heart of the wise is to the right’ refers to Moshe, and ‘the heart of the fool is to the
left’ refers to the sons of Reuven and Gad, who emphasized the unimportant and made
the inessential primary. Why? They loved their belongings more than their own bodies,
because they said to Moshe, “We will build penfolds here for our cattle..” and only after
that, “and cities for our children.” Moshe said to them, “Don’t do it that way. Rather,
make the important thing central. “Build cities for your children,” and only then,
“penfolds for your cattle.” (trans. By Sareet Benayahu)
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I Chronicles, 5:26

And the Lord inspired Pul the king of Assyria and Tillegath-Pilneser the king of Assyria,
and they exiled the Reubenites, the Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh, and brought
them to Halah, and Habor, and Hara, and the Gozan River until this day.
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Deuteronomy 8:11-14

11. Beware that you do not forget the Lord, your God, by not keeping His
commandments, His ordinances, and His statutes, which I command you this day,

12. lest you eat and be sated, and build good houses and dwell therein,

13. and your herds and your flocks multiply, and your silver and gold increase, and all
that you have increases,

14. and your heart grows haughty, and you forget the Lord, your God, Who has brought
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage,
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