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Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Chullin 60b

R. Assi pointed out a contradiction [between verses]. One verse says: And the earth
brought forth grass,9 referring to the third day, whereas another verse when speaking of
the sixth day says: No shrub of the field was yet in the earth.10 This teaches us that the
plants commenced to grow but stopped just as they were about to break through the soil,
until Adam came and prayed for rain for them; and when rain fell they sprouted forth.
This teaches you that the Holy One, blessed be He, longs for the prayers of the righteous.
R. Nahman b. Papa had a garden and he sowed in it seeds but they did not grow. He
prayed; immediately rain came and they began to grow. That, he exclaimed, is what R.
Assi had taught.
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Leviticus 25:2
2. Speak to the children of Israel and you shall say to them: When you come to the land
that I am giving you, the land shall rest a Sabbath to the Lord.
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Exodus 20:15
15. And all the people saw the voices and the torches, the sound of the shofar, and the
smoking mountain, and the people saw and trembled; so they stood from afar.
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Numbers 20:12
12. The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, "Since you did not have faith in Me to sanctify
Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly to the
Land which I have given them.

: N3 RPN
99N PO N2 ,NYN-ON N 12T
Leviticus 25:1
1. And the Lord spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying,
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Rashi, commentary to Leviticus 25:1

on Mount Sinai -What [special relevance] does the subject of Shemittah [the “release” of
fields in the seventh year] have with Mount Sinai? Were not all the commandments stated
from Sinai? However, [this teaches us that] just as with Shemittah, its general principles
and its finer details were all stated from Sinai, likewise, all of them were stated-their
general principles [together with] their finer details-from Sinai. This is what is taught in
Torath Kohanim (25:1). [And why is Shemittah used as the example to prove this rule,
especially since the very fine details are not even specified here (Sefer Hazikkaron)?] It
appears to me that its explanation is as follows: [At the plains of Moab, Moses reiterated
the majority of the laws of the Torah to the Israelites before their entry into the land of
Israel, this reiteration comprising most of the Book of Deuteronomy. Now,] since we do
not find the laws of Shemittah [“release”] of land reiterated on the plains of Moab in
Deuteronomy, we learn that its general principles, finer details, and explanations were all
stated at Sinai. Scripture states this [phrase] here to teach us that [just as in the case of
Shemittah,] every statement [i.e., every commandment] that was conveyed to Moses
came from Sinai, [including] their general principles and finer details [and that the
commandments delineated in Deuteronomy were merely] repeated and reviewed on the
plains of Moab [not originally given there].
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