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The sources are presented in the order they are mentioned in the essay.

Shemot 12:2
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Exodus 12:2
This month shall be to you the head of the months; to you it shall be the first of the
months of theyear.
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Genesis 1:1

In the beginning of God's creation of the heavens and the earth.
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Rashi Genesis 1:1

In the beginningSaid Rabbisaac It was not necessary to begin fherahexcept

from fiThis month is to yow,(Exod. 12:2) which is #first commandment that the
Israeliteswere commanded, (for the main purpose of the Torah is its commandments,
and although several commandments are found in Genesis, e.g., circumcision and the
prohibition of eating the thigh sinew, they could have baeluded together with the

other commandments). Now for what reason did He commencdiwithe

beginning® Because of [the vers@J'he strength of His works He related to His




people, to give them the inheritance of the natigRs. 111:6). For if the nianhs of

the world should say tisrael AiYou are robbers, for you conquered by force the lands
of the seven nations [of Canadrthey will reply, "The entire earth belongs to the

Holy One, blessed be He; He created it (this we learn from the story Gfe¢hgon)

and gave it to whomever He deemed proper When He wished, He gave it to them, and
when He wished, He took it away from them and gave it to us.

In the beginning of Gods creation ofHeb.@ | ®4d §ATHiIE&Erdegicalls for a

midrashic interpretation [because according to its simple interpretation, the
vowelization of the word@ |, 8hbuid be different, &Rashiexplains further]. It

teaches us that the sequence of the Creation #emis impossible, as is written
immediately below] as our Rabbis statédtters of R. Akivaletteriibetto ; Gen.
Rabbahl:6; Lev. Rabbal36:4): [God created the world] for the sake of the Torah,
which is called (Prov. 8:22fthe beginning of His wag,and for the sake of Israel,

who are called (Jer. 2:8jhe first of His grairo But if you wish to explain it

according to its simple meaning, explain it thist the beginning of the creation of
heaven and earth, the earth was astonishing with emptared darknegsand God
said,d_et there be lighé 8ut Scripture did not come to teach the sequence of the
Creation, to say that these came first, for if it came to teach this, it should have
written:iAt first (U | & 1) Mecc@akatl thé heavens ahd earth) for there is no

1 _in Scripture that is not connected to the following word, [i.e., in the construct
state] like (ibid. 27:1Jin the beginning of{ & Ejitiee Esdgrl@ Jehoiakitn (below
10:10Yithe beginning of{ & BéiDréigw ; (Deut. 18:4jithe first © 4 B ef@oHD
corndHere too, you sag & Bl tazd Gelike B @ §A § cimtHedelinning of

creating. And similar to this At the beginning of the Lodd speakingd B & Eg

Hosea) (Hos. 1:2), i.e., sthe beginning of the speaking ¢ § dj tiegHoly One,

Blessed be He, to Hosdithe Lord said to Hosea, addNow if you say that it came to
teach that these (i.e., heaven and earth) were created first, and that its meaning is: In
the beginning oéll, He created thesand that there are elliptical verses that omit one
word, like (Job 3:9)fiFor [He] did not shut the doors of my [moté&mwombg and it

does not explain who it was who shut [the womb]; and like (Isa. @é)will carry

off the weath of Damascus,and it does not explain who will carry it off; and like

(Amos 6:12):fior will one plow with cattle) and it does not explaiifiif a man will

plow with cattl®; and like (Isa. 46: 10¥itelling the end from the beginnirigand it

does noexplain that [it means] telling the end of a matter from the beginning of a
matterif so, [if you say that Scripture indicates the order of creation] be astounded at
yourself, for the water preceded, as it is writti@nd the spirit of God hovered over

the face of the watayand Scripture did not yet disclose when the creation of water
took place! From this you learn that the water preceded the earth. Moreover, the
heavens were created from fire and water. Perforce, you must admit that Scripture did
not teach us anything about the sequence of the earlier and the later [acts of creation].
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